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Navigating 
the Seas
with nautical charts

John Chase

Our plan

Find Read Navigate
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Definitions

NOAA 

Chart vs. map

Nautical mile

Knot

But I already 
have a GPS
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FINDING CHARTS
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READING A CHART
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Charts and their 
parts

Compass rose

Legend

Measurements 

Symbols

Magnetic 
Declination

True vs. Magnetic North

Var 5° 56’ (2023)

Annual increase 1’

East is least

West is best
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Source: Michigan Nut Photography
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LET’S NAVIGATE!
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Your compass

• Align the edge with your line of travel

• Rotate the housing to align the 
Orienting Lines with Chart Grid Lines

• Lift your compass

• Read Bearing 

• Adjust for magnetic declination

• Direction of Travel

Measuring distance
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Techniques

Aiming off

Handrailing

Backstop
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Thank You!

john@paddlingexercises.com

john@paddlingtheblue.com

www.paddlingexercises.com/canoecopia
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